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S u m m a r y

I have argued in this article that Lithuanian mixed type verbs are in fact suffixed verbs with alternating
suffixal morphs which sometimes surface as zeroes (see Table 1; cf. � * � � � * � �  1999, 73� 75; 2000a,
42f). According to the morphemic structure of their stems all Lithuanian verbs split into two major
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classes of non suffixed vs. suffixed. The latter ones make up two subclasses depending on whether
their main stems are parisyllabic or imparisyllabic (thematic vowels are not counted). All imparisyllabic
(traditional mixed type) verbs have alternating suffixes comparable to non automatic root vowel
alternations and are employed in stem distinction, cf. praes. 3 re�ka : inf. ri�kti, praet. 3 ri�ko (�gather� ,
e : i) and praes. 3 ��	�
�
� : inf. ����
�
��, praet. 3 ����
��
� (�speak� ,	��@	�:	alternation ��→	��	W	#� can
be interpreted as automatic). These alternations are not independent distinctive features and mark
verbal stems together with inflectional paradigms. Alternating verbal suffixes and root vowels are in
complementary distribution: if a verb has a suffix it will not exhibit non automatic root vowel
alternations (and vice versa). This distribution also affects present stem paradigms -n(-)a and -sta
(e.g. praes. 3 ti-�-k-a �passes, matches� , g�u-n-a �gets� , ti
p-st-a �melts� ) which block root vowel
alternations (inf. t�kti, g�uti, ti
pti, praet. 3 t�ko, g�vo, ti
po) with some exceptions, e.g. inf. skr�sti,
praes. skre-�-d-a, praet. skr�do (� fly� , i : e plus praes. stem characterised by -n-a).
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