4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
Lorentz transformations

e relate the coordinate systems of two inertial observers
e |leave the "4-distance” invariant

e assuming linearity, they can be written as
't = A", 2¥ 4 aH

— These are called inhomogeneous Lorentz transformations (A, a)

Homogeneous Lorentz transformations have a# = 0
e They leave scalar products invariant: (p’.q') = (p.q)

e [ hey describe 3 Rotations and 3 Boosts
— compare with the Galilean transformations
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
Rotations are the same as in the Galilean transformations

For Boosts between O and O’ let us align the coordinate systems:
e The origins of O and O’ should be at the same placeatt=t =0

e The constant relative velocity v between O and O’ should point in the
7-direction for both, O and O’

e y ( Z) should point in the same direction: v =y (2 = z2)

e Only ¢t = zY and = = z! are affected by such a boost:

AM, = 6% for either p or v being 2 or 3
e So with p = Ap and ¢ = Aq we have (p'.¢) — (p.q) =0

e Since vy =y and z/ = z we can ignore § and z in the equation

0= (p'.¢) — (p.q) = (P°¢° — p'1¢'t) — (p9° — plql)
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
Determining Boosts
0 = (AQP° + AN (AJe® + AGeh) — (App° 4+ ALph (ABe® + ATgh)
—(p% —plql)
= (ABAR — AbAG — 1)p%° + (AJAT — AGAT )P !
+(AGAQ — AIADP O + (AGAG — ATAY + 1)pte!

IS solved by
AQ = AL =+ coshy A8 = Al{ = Fsinhn |

where n is the "rapidity” of the boost. The usual choice is the upper sign.

How can we relate n to the relative velocity v between O and O'?

e Let us take two events and describe them in O and O’:
— A: the origins of O and O’ overlap; sett=t =0
— B: at the origin of O’ after the time ¢/, where t = At
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations

determining Boosts ... continued

e The coordinates of A are a* = a'* = (0,0,0,0)

e [ he coordinates of B

— in O are b* = (At,vAt,0,0) because O’ was moving with the

constant relative velocity v for the time At
— in O are ¥ = (¢/,0,0,0) because B is at the origin of O’

o Butb* = AH_ b
= (coshn At —sinhnvAt, —sinhn At + coshnvAt, 0, 0)
T herefore
t' =  coshnAt—sinhnuvAt
O = —sinhnAt+ coshnvAt
or
sinhn
v = = tanhn ~n for n small
coshn
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
Lorentz transformations on vectors
e A vector V# can be understood as the distance of two events

= Its transformation is the same as for events

e \We used already the coordinate representation of events
= VIt = A VY

e If we want to write A as a matrix
— we have to choose how we represent the vector V#.

— the usual representation is a column-vector: ( 1745 \

0 1,1 1,2 1,3\T vi
Ve = (V5 V5,V V7) =

V2

— then we can write the Lorentz transformation as K V3 )
1% Ny A°, A°, A9, Vo coshn —sinhp 0 O Vo
v | Aty AYOAL, AL, Vi . | —sinhnp coshn O O Vi
vz | Tl A2, A2) A2, A2 ve | — 0 0 1 0 V2
1% N3y N3, A3, A3, V3 0 0 0 1 V3
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
connecting to "'conventional’” Lorentz transformations

e Lorentz transformations are usually written down using equations:

' = ~(t - Uc—éc) ct! = y(ct -% )
/ ! v
— — -t — — = .ct
, V(@ —v-t) or better: , V(2 c € )
y — Y y — Y
Z/ = Z Z/ = Z
— where ~v = 1
~ 152

e defining 8 = _ we can easily connect to the matrix-form of A
— suppressing the unchanged coordinates y and z:

ct’ = ~( ct—B-x) N ct/ _ v =B [
= y(=B-t+x) x! —B x

e comparing to the matrix-form with the pseudo rapidity n
— we see: coshn =~ and sinhn =~3, or 8 =tanhn
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
More on vectors, the metric, and Lorentz transformations

e We defined the scalar product of contravariant* vectors:

% contravariant can be understood as: the vector has an upper index
(p-q) = p*¢" g = p°° — plqt — p%¢? — p°¢> |

where g, = guy IS the metric with goo =1, g;; = —1, and g, =0
e We can define covariant vectors with the index down: V,, = g V¥
e The index can be raised again by VH* = ¢gHt"V),
e T hat means for the Lorentz transformations:

V,L: — g,u)\V,A — g,LL)\/\AI{, VE = g,u)\/\AK; gV, = (/\Iul/ )_1V1/
or

(/\'LLI/ )_1 — g,u)\/\AK, gm/ — /\,uy
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4. Special Relativity (SR) —

More on the Matrix Representation for A

Lorentz transformations

e We can do the same trick (matrix representation) for covariant vectors

— just A(v) will look differently:

/\(v),uy — gMA/\(v))‘,{,g’W "no_

coshn sinhn
sinhnp coshn

"

— here we represent the covariant vectors also as column vectors!

* in order to use the normal matrix multiplication: (V) = (A(v),") - (V,)

e The matrix representation of /\(U)uy has the same form as A(—v)*,

e Both g, and g"” can be written as diag(1l,—1,—1,—1), but they are
not matrices in the same way as A(v),” or A(—v)”, are matrices:

A, x
174

N " X

guv X

g’ x

contravariant vector
covariant vector
contravariant vector
covariant vector

%
%
%

_>

contravariant vector
covariant vector
covariant vector
contravariant vector
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4. Special Relativity (SR) — Lorentz transformations
Lorentz transformations of fields

e Two observers, O and O/, can agree on a space-time point z
by calling it an event X
— X might have different coordinates z* and z’* in O and O/,
but it is nevertheless the same point.
— O and O’ can compare the value of different fields at X

e The simplest field is the scalar field ¢(x):
¢'(X) = ¢(X)

e The vector fields v#(x) or v,(z) transform like a vectors:

V(X)) = AP0V (X) UL(X) =N, v (X)
e Tensor fields tWA(C’?) transform like the product of vectors:

/ %)
p%\(X>_AM N/B P,y/\ Aketvée(X)
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